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The COVID-19 pandemic has swept 
the globe with unprecedented 
health, social, and economic impact, 
touching the lives of us all without 
exceptions in one way or another. 
While, understandably, responding 
to the pandemic is the key priority, 
it is also important to plan how we 
will “build back better” when it is 
over. It is in this perspective that I 
am happy to present this first issue 
of the GFF Information Bulletin, 
which will provide regular updates 
of the progress made in our joint 
multisectoral effort to improving 
the health and nutrition of women, 
adolescents and children in 
Tajikistan to achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals by 2030.

The GFF partnership, under the 
leadership of the Government 
of the Republic of Tajikistan, 

brings together the public sector 
institutions, international donors 
and development partners, and the 
civil society to facilitate collaboration 
and coordination of efforts aimed 
at improving the health and 
wellbeing for women, children, 
and adolescents in Tajikistan and 
accelerate the progress toward 
universal health coverage. In 
Tajikistan, this partnership will focus 
on supporting the development of 
the National Health Strategy for the 
period 2021-2030, identification 
of key priority actions within the 
strategy to be implemented over 
the next 3 to 4 years, with a special 
focus on ensuring sustainable 
financing for the key function of the 
health sector.

The GFF platform in Tajikistan has 
been launched and I am looking 
forward to productive exchanges 
of experience and ideas between 
national and international partners, 
discussion of key issues of the 
health care system to accelerate 
efforts to achieve universal health 
coverage and end preventable 
maternal, newborn, child and 
adolescent deaths and improve the 
health and quality of life of women, 
adolescents and children in our 
country.

The Republic of Tajikistan has 
formally joined the GFF in 2019. 
Despite the disruptions caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the GFF 
country platform has been launched 
and convened its first meeting in 
July 2020 under the leadership of 
the GFF Country Coordinator, the 
Deputy Minister of Finance and 
the First Deputy Minister of Health 
and Social Protection of Population 
(MOHSP).

The Country Platform brought 
together the key stakeholders from 
the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry 
of Health and Social Protection 
of the Population, the Ministry of 
Justice, the Ministry of Economic 
Development and Trade, the 
Ministry of Education and Science, 
the State Committee for Investment 
and State Property Management, 
the Local Development Committee 
and the National Bank, as well as 
donors and development partners.
The principal objective of the 
Platform is to support the 
development of an implementation 
plan for key priority actions of the 
National Health Strategy. The joint 
development of the plan will serve 
to align Government and donor 

A word from GFF Country Coordinator, 
the Deputy Minister of Finance, 
Mr. Yusuf Majidi

Looking back: 
GFF in Tajikistan,
from the accession 
to the launch of the 
country platform
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Estimating the resource envelope 
available for the implementation 
of the National Health Strategy 
is critical for both planning and 
implementation. The resource 
mapping conducted with the GFF 
support allowed MOHSP to capture 
data from 24 donors providing a 
total of US$ 298 million for funding 
to the Republic of Tajikistan’s health 
sector through various projects and 
financing envelopes planned for the 
period between 2021 and 2025. 
Data was collected on the amount 
of funding and the types of activities 

to be funded and the analysis 
aimed at aligning the activities and 
funding with the priority of areas 
of the National Health Strategy: 
(i) Governance; (ii) Sustainable 
Financing; (iii) Human Resources; (iv) 
Management Information Systems 
and Digital Health; (v) Healthcare 
Services; (vi) Public Health Services; 
(vii) Emergency preparedness and 
response and by health program 
areas.

The data collected shows that 
funding from 8 donors, including 
the European Union, KfW, Global 
Fund, World Bank, JICA, Asian 
Development Bank, USAID, and 

GAVI, accounted for 95% of total 
funding during this period. The 
breakdown of donor funding 
showed that there is a high level of 
funding in 2020 compared to other 
years, including financial assistance 
for the COVID-19 response in 
Tajikistan, amounting to US$ 47 
million. Over the next years, the 
level of funding gradually decreases. 
This is largely the result of the donor 
funding and budget cycles, with 
more budget commitments made for 
the next couple of years and fewer 
for the following ones (Figure 1).

The breakdown of donor funding 
by NHS Priority Areas shows that 
the US$ 185 million (62%)  of 
funding has been allocated to 
Healthcare Services; the Emergency 
Preparedness and Response 
component accounted for US$ 47 
million (16%) that mainly includes 
funding for COVID-19 response; 
the Public Health Services  (disease 
prevention and healthy lifestyle) 
accounted for US$ 41 million 
(14%)  of total funding; funding 
for the remaining priority areas: 
Governance, Financing, Human 
Resources, and HMIS, accounted 
for between 1% and 4% of the total 
donor funding (Figure 2).

financing with the key priorities of 
the NHS, and leverage additional 
resources, as possible, given the 
context of the global economic 
recession.

The first meeting of the Platform 
has been focused on the (i) the GFF 
objectives and the perspective of its 
progress in Tajikistan; (ii) the TOR of 
the Country Platform and discussion 
of the roles and responsibilities of 
the working group; (iii) update on 
the progress of the development 
of the National Health Strategy 
2021-2030; and (iv) update on the 
implementation of the Resource 
Mapping and Expenditure Tracking 
exercise.

Resource Mapping and Expenditure 
Tracking (RMET): Donor Mapping
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Figure 1. Donor funding by years (in million USD)
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Disaggregation by programmatic 
areas shows that US$ 77 million 
(26%) of total donor funding for 
the period 2020-2025 has been 
allocated the multiple health 
program area; US$ 60 million (20%) 
is funding for reproductive, maternal 
and neonatal health; US$ 39 million 
(13%) allocated to the COVID-19 
response; US$ 39 million (13%)  to 
funding for general  health systems 
strengthening; US$ 30 million (10%) 
of funds has been allocated to 
noncommunicable diseases (NCDs); 
US$ 27 million (9%) has been 
reserved for HIV/AIDS prevention 
and control; 1 to 5% is for other 
health programs (including child and 
adolescent health, immunization, 
and nutrition) (Figure 3).

Existing donor’s data disaggregated 
by regions shows that there is an 
opportunity for a reflection whether 
donor funding could be more 
equitable. Data of the NHS resource 
mapping will inform the next years 
planning and budgeting exercise 
of the Ministry of Health and Social 
Protection as well as of donors’ and 
contribute to improve allocative 
efficiency/resource allocation within 
the health sector.
This part of the exercise has capture 
only data from international donors. 
The second stage of resource 
mapping will focus on the funds that 
are being allocated to the health 
sectors form the public budget.
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Figure 3. Total donor funding by NHS program (%)

3/4



TAJIKISTAN / GFF INFORMATION BULLETIN / DECEMBER 2020

The COVID-19 pandemic has placed 
significant pressure on the health 
care system in Tajikistan, posing the 
risk of disruptions in the provision 
of essential services due to barriers 
both to the supply and demand 
for services. An analysis conducted 
by the GFF in partnership with the 
Johns Hopkins University in the 
US  has shown that the essential 
services disruptions in Tajikistan 
have the potential to leave 233,900 
children without oral antibiotics 
for pneumonia, 344,600 children 
without DPT vaccinations, 62,000 
women without access to facility-
based deliveries, and 147,200 fewer 
women receiving family planning 
services. As a result of disruptions in 
all essential services, child mortality 
in Tajikistan could increase by 20 
percent and maternal mortality 
by 23 percent over the year. 
Maintaining essential health services 
during the COVID-19 pandemic 
is critical to prevent these severe 
outcomes and protect the progress 
made over the past decade in 
reducing maternal and child 
mortality.

In Tajikistan, the GFF is working 
with a range of partners to assess 
the impact of COVID-19 on key 
RMNCAH-N indicators through 
regular data collection and provision 

to the GFF monthly pulse survey 
on how the country responding to 
COVID-19 and maintaining essential 
services during the pandemic.  
To support implementation of 
the preparedness and response 
measures to the COVID-19 
pandemic in the country, the 
World Bank, GFF, and the Joint 
learning Network are establishing a 
collaborative platform to facilitate 
policy response monitoring, 
access to the growing knowledge 
base, and rapid learning of health 
professionals.

With the support of the World 
Bank and the Global Financing 
Facility, and in coordination with 
GAVI, WHO, UNICEF, and other 
partners, the Ministry of Health and 
Social Protection has conducted an 
assessment of country readiness 
to roll out a COVID-19 vaccination 
program, using the Vaccine 
Readiness Assessment Framework 
(VRAF), and also runs reporting of 
national readiness using the WHO 
VIRAT online platform.  The Ministry 
of Health and Social Protection has 
established, a technical working 
group (TWG), that is tasked with 
developing the policies and 
guidelines needed for the rollout of 
the COVID-19 vaccination program. 
The key element of the national 
guidelines is identification of the 
target population for immunization 
against COVID-19 and development 
of the National Preparedness Plan 
for COVID-19 Vaccination.

Being a part of the National 
TWG, the GFF also coordinates 
with other donors, through 
Health Donor Coordination 
Council sharing information and 
findings of the vaccine readiness 
assessment as they are planning 
their investments to support the 
country preparedness to COVID-19 
vaccination, as well as ensured 
appropriate communication flow 
between WB, WHO, GAVI, and 
MOHSP regarding support of both 
routine vaccination program and 
Gavi COVAX AMC facility.

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
gripped the entire world, quickly 
becoming a major public health 
crisis. The response to the novel 
coronavirus must be as rapid, but 
at the same time, it is important 
not to lose sight of the importance 
of maintaining the essential 
services needed for the health and 
nutrition of women, children, and 
adolescents.

The role of GFF 
in maintaining 
essential services 
in the time 
of COVID-19

Children Under 5 Mortality Rate, Tajikistan
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4/4 Photos : World Bank Tajikistan.


